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joan lucariello
University Dean For Education

Dr. Joan M. Lucariello has served as University Dean for 
Education at the City University of New York since March 
2010 and is Professor of Psychology and Educational 
Psychology at the CUNY Graduate Center. Prior to this, 
she was CUNY’s Interim University Dean for Academic 
A� airs. 

dr. gay wilgus
dr. jan valle

City College of New York
Mothers of immigration � nd services and educational 

settings for their young children with disabilities

Excerpt of Abstract: � is paper focuses on the narratives 
of two mothers who immigrated to New York City as 

adults and a third mother whose parents emigrated to 
New York City.  All three have children with disabilities.   

� is ethnographic study delineates how (1) race, class, 
culture, and language can impact mothers’ access to 

disability resources for themselves and their children, (2) 
cultural stereotypes may in� uence interactions between 

school professionals and parents, and (3) the type and 
severity of disability matters when negotiating 

educational access. 

dr. barbara o’neil &
helen wheelock

Brooklyn College & the Creative Arts Team
Interactive and improvisational early childhood teaching: 

� e impact of training in storytelling

Excerpt of Abstract: If we want teachers to enact devel-
opmentally appropriate practices in the present era of 

standards and accountability it is more important than 
ever to train teachers in the use of creative, playful and 

responsive approaches to teaching. Creative drama – an 
umbrella term for various types of improvised guided 

enactment, including storytelling and story-acting – 
builds on children’s propensity to play and therefore holds 

great potential as a developmentally appropriate activity. 
� is qualitative intervention study addresses that gap by 

exploring the impact of training in oral storytelling on 
three early childhood educators’ teaching practices.

sherry m. cleary
New York Early Childhood PDI, Executive Director 

Sherry M. Cleary co-chairs the Governor’s Early 
Childhood Advisory Council, for the state of New York, 

and co-chairs its Work Force Work Group. She is also 
the President of the New York State Association of Early 

Childhood Teacher Educators and is on the Board of 
the National Association of Early Childhood Teacher 

Educators.

dr. michael-luna 
dr patricia cooper
dr. sydney schwartz
Queens College
‘Academic Language’ in Early Childhood Teacher
 Preparation

Excerpt of Abstract: Professional accreditation standards 
for early childhood teacher education programs require 
teacher candidates to demonstrate a mastery of ‘academic 
language’ (NAEYC, 2010). At the same time, external 
teacher assessment systems, such as Education Teacher 
Performance Assessment (edTPA), as well as new 
curriculum standards, including the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) also call for teachers to demonstrate 
their knowledge of academic language (Newton, 2010; 
Van Lier & Walqui, 2012).

dr. alyse c. hachey
Borough of Manhattan Community College
Teachers’ Beliefs Count: Investigating Teacher Beliefs and 
Practice in Early Childhood Mathematics Education 
(ECME)

Excerpt of Abstract: Teachers are the key to success in 
Early Childhood Mathematics Education (ECME) and 
as such, there is a great need for research focused on the 
teacher’s mind…what teachers think about learning, their 
curriculum and the mathematics in it (Ginsburg, Lee & 
Boyd, 2008; Cross, Woods & Schweingruber (2009).  � is 
study surveyed early childhood teachers on their beliefs 
and practices related to ECME.  

� e New York Early Childhood Professional Development Institute hosted the 
3rd CUNY Early Childhood Faculty Research Symposium on October 4th, 2013. 
Faculty members were able to greet CUNY’s newest early childhood faculty, listen 
to several of their colleagues present current research and to discuss critical issues 
in early childhood education. Faculty members were welcomed by Joan Lucariello, 
University Dean of Education and each attendee received the newest iteration of 
the NYS Prekindergarten Foundation for the Common Core and the 2013 CUNY 
Early Childhood Faculty Directory.
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